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AP Environmental Science Course Disclosure

Instructor:  Mrs. Elizabeth Moretz  






Room:  1201   

EmailAddress: elizabeth.moretz@slcschools.org 




Phone Number:  (801)578-8226
Web Page:   http://elizabethmoretz.weebly.com/ 

Course Description (from the College Board)
AP Environmental Science is “designed to be the equivalent of a one semester introductory college course in environmental science”.  This course weaves laboratory and field investigations into an interactive classroom curriculum that includes field trips and guest speakers.  AP Environmental Science incorporates the natural sciences along with several aspects of social sciences.  

The goal of this course is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, and to evaluate the risks associated with these problems and examine alternative solutions for resolving and presenting them.

Course Objectives
Upon successful completion of this course the student will demonstrate a thorough understanding of the following Big Ideas or Themes:

· Science is a process

· Energy conversions underlie all ecological processes

· The Earth itself is one interconnected system
· Humans alter natural systems
· Environmental problems have a cultural and social context

· Human survival depends on developing practices that will achieve sustainable systems
Course Progression

	MARKING PERIOD 1
	MARKING PERIOD 3

	Introduction to Environmental Science

Sustainability

History of Environmental Science

Earth Systems and Resources
Earth Science Concepts

The Atmosphere

Water Uses & Resources

Soil and Soil Dynamics 
The Living World

Ecosystem Structure

Energy Flow

Ecosystem Diversity

Ecosystem Change

Biogeochemical Cycles
	Energy Resources
Energy Consumption and Conservation

Mining

Fossil Fuels
Nuclear Energy
Alternative Energy Sources

Pollution
Water Use and Pollution

Solid & Hazardous Waste

Air Pollution

Acid Deposition

Ozone Depletion

Climate Change



	MARKING PERIOD 2
	MARKING PERIOD 4

	Populations
Population Dynamics

Human Population Growth

Impact of Population Growth

Urbanization

Land Resources

Agriculture & Pesticide Use

Fishing

Forestry

Rangelands

Other Land Uses
	Global Change
Climate Change

Environmental Health

Biodiversity
Global Economics & Legislation

Exam Review

AP Exam – May 6, 12:00p.m.
Putting It All Together
Independent Student Service Projects


Course Requirements

A. Required Daily Supplies:
· Textbook – Friedland, A., R. Relyea, D. Courard-Hauri (2012)  Environmental Science for AP. New York, NY. W.H. Freeman and Company
· Mandatory Student Supplies:

· 3-ring binder

· Lined notebook paper

· Dividers for binder (8)

· Index cards – many +
· Highlighter

· Blue or black pens

· Number 2 pencils

B. Student Evaluation
· An average of 3 hours per work will be devoted to conducting laboratory experiments.  Students are to record all laboratory work in a laboratory notebook or binder.  

· A year-long service project will be required of each student.

· A unit test will be given at the conclusion of every major topic.  Tests will consist of multiple choice questions and essay questions (FRQ’s).  It is important that students review material regularly to perform well on all assessments.  

· Lab work, projects, Free Response Questions, quizzes, writing assignments and participation in class discussions will also serve to evaluate student understanding.  

· Grades will be assigned according to the school district’s grading scale.  

· Grades will be updated on the computer every two weeks; students, parents and guardians can access their students' grade via the district website http://www.slcschools.org/pa
· AP Environmental Science students are encouraged to take the AP Environmental Science Exam on May 6th at 12:00 p.m.
C.  Class/Homework  

· Homework will be assigned several times each week.

· Class work will be due at the end of class, unless otherwise stated.
· Students are expected to maintain an organized binder of class work and homework, in order to maintain a collection of tools needed for preparing for the AP exam.

· Work that is not turned in on time will receive have of the points earned on the assignment, with a maximum of 50% of the possible points, unless previously discussed with Ms. Moretz.

D. Make-Up Work
Course information and a calendar of class activities and lessons will be maintained online at http://elizabethmoretz.weebly.com/ .

· Students with a previously anticipated absence are expected to contact Ms. Moretz prior the absence via email, stating the date(s) of the absence, inquiring about the upcoming work that will be missed, and making specific arrangements of how and when that work will be made up.

· Students with unanticipated absences are expected to contact Ms. Moretz via email, inquiring about the missed work and making arrangements of how and when the work will be made up.

· Students have 2 days to make up work for each day missed.  The last day to submit missing/late work is one week prior to the end of each quarter.

E.  Extra Help
· AP Environmental Science tutoring – Monday and Wednesday during 2nd lunch; Other times and days available upon request.
· AP Exam Prep – One Friday per month, January – April 

· Homework Hall - Homework hall is available after school for students interested in having a quiet place to review class topics and complete assignments.

F. Classroom Expectations: 

· Everyone will display respect towards instructor and peers by using appropriate terminology, refraining from vulgar or inappropriate language, and refraining from interrupting or ridiculing others.
· Everyone will display integrity in their work both inside and outside of the classroom
· Students are expected to be in class on time (i.e., in his/her seat) and prepared to actively participate in class.
· Cell phones must remain in a closed bag or locker throughout the class time, unless otherwise stated.  Phones that are seen out of the bag will be taken and the student may retrieve the phone from the office at the conclusion of the day.
· Backpacks/bags/purses shall remain beneath student desks.
· Everyone will follow all lab safety rules at all times during a lab procedure
· Everyone will respect other’s space and belongings
· Everyone will display integrity in his or her work both inside and outside of the classroom.  
· Plagiarism = cheating
· Cheating = 0 points for the giver and receiver of information
Dear families,
It is a privilege to work with your student this year, and I am excited to explore the complex, exciting, diverse nature of environmental science with them.  I welcome your feedback, participation, and communication throughout the year.  Please feel free visit our class website, www.elizabethmoretz.weebly.com  to view our class calendar and course documents.  You are welcome to contact me at any time, Elizabeth.moretz@slcschools.org. 
------------------------------------------- PLEASE DETACH AND RETURN --------- -----------------------------------

Parent and Student Acknowledgement 

Student Name: _______________________________
Period Number: ___________

Please check the following, fill out the requested information, and sign.

___I have reviewed the syllabus for Mrs. Moretz’s Science Class.

___I have signed the Safety Contract to be returned with this acknowledgement.

Parent/Guardian(s) Name(s) (PRINT):  ______________________________________________________________

Contact information - phone number(s)/email address(es):
Phone number ___________________________

Email address _________________________________________

Best method of contact:  Email or Phone call
Throughout the school year the class will go on field trips.  Are you interested in learning more about volunteering to attend field trips with your student?              Yes or No
Parent/Guardian(s) Signature(s): ______________________________________   Date: _________________
Student Signature: _______________________________________________   Date: ____________________
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