Biology								E. Moretz
Portfolio – Interdependent Relationships								2015/2016

Unit 1Portfolio Checklist:  Interdependent Relationships
Learning Objectives:
· Describe the characteristics common to all living organisms (1).
· Explain how energy flows through an ecosystem (3).
· Explain relationships between matter cycles and organisms (2).
· Explain how the environment influences a population’s growth (2).
· Describe how interactions among organisms and their environment help shape ecosystems (3).  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Discuss the significance of invasive species and biodiversity in relation to ecosystem health (1).
What will your portfolio include?
The following items should be included for each unit discussed in class:
· Title page—This must include a heading (i.e., Interdependent Relationships), your name, and class period.
· Table of Contents—The TOC needs to list each item and unit heading and show page numbers.
· Nature of Science—In your own words, write 1-3 paragraphs to show that you understand how scientists work and communicate as it pertains to the unit being discussed.  You may draw upon your research experiences in class or in-class discussions we have had about the work of other scientists.
· Unit Summary:
· Discuss the following:
· Describe each of the characteristics common to all living organisms.
· Explain how a food web is organized and how energy flows through the food web.
· Describe the relative amount of energy in each trophic level and explain how and why it changes from trophic level to trophic level.
· Discus the interaction of photosynthesis and respiration and the role each plays in controlling the flow of energy through living systems 
· Explain how and why an invasive species impacts an ecosystem.
· Discuss the importance of biodiversity in maintaining ecosystem health.
· Describe the steps and processes involved in the carbon cycle and water cycle.  Identify the causes and effects of human impacts on each of these cycles.  
· Describe the relationship between predator and prey and compare it to the relationship between producer and consumer.  Include and describe a graph that illustrates the predator-prey relationship.
· Describe the nature of competition.  Include and describe a graph that illustrates competition.
· Compare and contrast the types of symbiotic relationships.  
· Your answers should include the following terms and concepts (underlined):
			Metabolism		Ecosystem		Food web				Limiting factor
			Homeostasis		Community		Trophic level				Carrying capacity
			Stimulus		Population		Autotroph/Heterotroph			Exponential growth
			Biotic			Predator		Herbivore/Omnivore/Carnivore 	Invasive species
			Abiotic			Prey			Producer/Consumer			Competition											Biodiversity		Scavenger/Decomposer		Niche
· Original illustrations are encouraged! Borrowed illustrations must be cited with author and date.  The significance of the graphic in relation to the question must be explained.
· Review of science literature - Demonstrate that you can read and understand science in the news as it pertains to this unit. 
· Select one article from a newspaper, magazine, or journal. 
· Briefly summarize the article and explain how it connects to what we are learning in class.
· Explain how you connect personally with the information in your reading. 
· Include the article clipping or a copy.   
· Evidence of experimental technique - Demonstrate that you can safely conduct, analyze, and reflect upon a scientific investigation. 
· Include one formal lab report from your class work for the unit.  For this unit, you will include your lab report from the Biodiversity Field Ecology investigation.
· In addition to including the actual lab report, include a 1-3 paragraph reflection that addresses the following points:
· What were you most successful in doing during this investigation?
· What were you less successful in doing during this investigation?
· What will you differently during the next lab investigation to strengthen your research experience?
· Evidence of the learning process – Include successful completion of twelve activities to demonstrate the process you have participated in to understand each the learning objectives of this unit.  A variety of types of artifacts should be included to demonstrate that growth in learning is occurring.   
· Reflection on the learning process – For each of the artifacts, write a thoughtful reflection that clearly explains how the activity supported your learning of the intended learning objectives. 
· (Optional) Reflection on biological experience outside of school—If you have an opportunity to observe a biological situation outside of class that relates to this unit, you can include your reflections on that experience.  Briefly describe your experience in one or two paragraphs and explain how this experience extends what we have learned in class.


How will your portfolio be graded?

	
	Mastered (x4)
	Completed (x3) 
	Developing (x2)
	Beginning (x1)

	Nature of Science (x2)
	A deep understanding of how scientists work and communicate as it pertains to this unit is demonstrated.  Several specific examples and connections are made to in-class research experiences and discussions
	An understanding of how scientists work and communicate as it pertains to this unit is demonstrated.  Multiple specific examples and connections are made to in-class research experiences and discussions
	Some understanding of how scientists work and communicate as it pertains to this unit is demonstrated.  At least one specific example and connections are made to in-class research experiences and discussions
	Very little understanding of how scientists work and communicate as it pertains to this unit is demonstrated. Connections to in-class research experiences and discussions are missing.

	Unit Summary (x3)
	 All guiding questions are answered clearly and accurately.  All terms and concepts are included correctly and underlined.
	Most guiding questions are answered clearly and accurately.  Most terms and concepts are included correctly and underlined.
	Some guiding questions are answered clearly and accurately.  Some terms and concepts are included correctly and underlined.
	 Few guiding questions are answered clearly and accurately.  Few terms and concepts are included correctly and underlined.

	Evidence of the learning process (x3)
	Material is used to clearly show a connection to the unit learning objectives. Students use a large variety of artifacts to show that growth is occurring. 
	Material is used to clearly show a connection to the learning objectives.  Students use a limited number of artifacts to show that growth is occurring. 
	Material that is used to show a connection to the learning objectives is unclear.  Students use a limited number of artifacts to show that growth is occurring.
	Material shows little to no connection to the learning objectives.  Students use only one kind of artifact to show that growth is occurring.

	Reflections (x3)
	Each artifact is accompanied by a reflection that clearly explains the connections to the learning objectives.
	Most artifacts are accompanied by a reflection that clearly explains the connections to the learning objectives.
	Some artifacts are accompanied by a reflection that clearly explains the connections to the learning objectives.
	No artifacts are accompanied by a reflection that clearly explains the connections to to the learning objectives.

	Review of Science Literature (x3)
	An article discussing issues relevant to this unit is clearly summarized and includes highly thoughtful connections to class and personal experiences.  
	An article discussing issues relevant to this unit is clearly summarized and includes moderately thoughtful connections to class and personal experiences.  
	An article discussing issues relevant to this unit is summarized and includes minimally thoughtful connections to class and personal experiences.  
	An article discussing issues relevant to this unit is not well summarized with little to no connections to class and personal experiences.  

	Experimental Technique (x3)
	A scientific investigation was personally carried out with strong evidence to show that it executed in a controlled and repeatable manner, appropriately analyzed, and thoroughly reflected upon to improve future experimentation.  
	A scientific investigation was personally carried out with moderate evidence to show that it executed in a controlled and repeatable manner, appropriately analyzed, and thoroughly reflected upon to improve future experimentation.  
	A scientific investigation was personally carried out with minimal evidence to show that it executed in a controlled and repeatable manner, appropriately analyzed, and somewhat reflected upon to improve future experimentation.  
	A scientific investigation was personally carried out with little to no evidence to show that it executed in a controlled and repeatable manner, appropriately analyzed, and minimally reflected upon to improve future experimentation.  

	Experiences outside of school (x2)
	An experience highly relevant to this unit was experienced outside of class.  Includes a thorough discussion that demonstrates several relevant connections to topics discussed in class and to personal experiences. 
	An experience highly relevant to this unit was experienced outside of class.  Includes a discussion that mostly demonstrates several relevant connections to topics discussed in class and to personal experiences.
	An experience moderately relevant to this unit was experienced outside of class.  Includes a discussion that minimally demonstrates a few relevant connections to topics discussed in class and to personal experiences.
	An experience minimally relevant to this unit was experienced outside of class.  Includes a discussion with little to no connections to topics discussed in class and to personal experiences.

	Sharing of Portfolio (x2)
	Student discusses portfolio contents with teacher and peers.  Student is able to clearly and accurately articulate his/her understanding of learning objectives and his/her learning process throughout the unit.   
	Student discusses portfolio contents with teacher and peers.  Student is mostly able to clearly and accurately articulate his/her understanding of learning objectives and his/her learning process throughout the unit.   
	Student discusses portfolio contents with teacher and peers.  Student is somewhat able to clearly and accurately articulate his/her understanding of learning objectives and his/her learning process throughout the unit.   
	Student discusses portfolio contents with teacher and peers.  Student has great difficulty in clearly and accurately articulate his/her understanding of learning objectives and his/her learning process throughout the unit.   

	Formatting
	Portfolio includes a correctly titled title page and a table of contents that identifies all portfolio items and the corresponding page numbers.  Portfolio is well organized and easy to follow.
	Portfolio includes a title page and table of contents with corresponding page numbers, but includes some minor noticeable errors.  Portfolio is mostly well organized and easy to follow.
	Portfolio includes a title page and table of contents with most of the corresponding page numbers, and includes many noticeable errors.  Portfolio is not well organized and easy to follow.
	Portfolio is missing either/both a title page and table of contents with corresponding page numbers, and includes noticeable errors.  Portfolio is not well organized and easy to follow.

	Spelling and Grammar
	There are few errors in grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.
	There are noticeable errors in grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. These require minor editing and revision.
	There are a large number of errors in grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling requiring editing and revision.
	The text is difficult to understand because of errors in grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. It requires major editing and revision.
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